The WGI Board of Directors has refined the scholastic eligibility rule for schools using performers from different schools within their district for the 2011 competitive season. The rule was originally changed two years ago to allow districts using shared resources for extracurricular activities to have members from different schools. Previously only students from one school were allowed to compete in WGI competition.

“WGI must be sensitive to the challenges all performing arts are experiencing in today’s reality of budget deficits many school districts are facing,” said Executive Director Ron Nankervis. “The rule was changed two years ago in response to districts trying to save these under-funded activities and this slight modification will allow us to be flexible while maintaining our standards for scholastic competition.”

While the rule itself has not changed from the original intent of the change two years ago, the WGI eligibility certification process has been tightened in order to maintain the integrity of scholastic competition.

The following requirements must be met in order to certify color guards and/or percussion ensembles having members from different schools within a district:

· Any color guard or percussion ensemble that combines students from multiple schools within their district or zone must compete under the name of a single school. Combined color guards or percussion ensembles may not combine school names or use any other name. For example, if Mountain East HS and Mountain West HS combine, they must choose one of those names as the official name. They would not be allowed to compete as Mountain HS, as it does not legally exist. 

· The principals of all schools involved must sign off on the roster of performers. This roster must be notarized. If a school does not have a notary on campus, it is the responsibility of the director to make those arrangements. 

· A copy of the school district policy that allows sharing of resources within the district must be provided to the satisfaction of WGI. 

If these new requirements are not met, then the color guard or percussion ensemble in question must compete as an independent group or limit the membership to students from only the one school registering for competition.

For further information on scholastic eligibility questions, please contact the WGI office.
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